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Principal His administration fitly culminated in
1884, in the Tercentenary Festival, organised and
directed by him, which attracted to Edinburgh
scholars and philosophers from the chief seats of
learning in the world, in a congregation unpre-
cedented in Britain. A few months later the
University was mourning for his death.

I have lived under five British Sovereigns,
and I have seen six Principals in the College of
Edinburgh. When I was an undergraduate,
George Husband Baird was the Head of the
College, a philanthropic ecclesiastic, who reigned
for nearly half a century. He was a pro-
fessorial colleague of Robertson, and afterwards
his successor in the principalship, thus connecting
the Edinburgh of my youth with the Edinburgh
of David Hume and Adam Smith. So genera-
tions are linked and pass away.

I recall with pathetic regard those now departed
to the silent land, who were colleagues when
I held the Chair of Hamilton. Their welcome
and confidence are remembered with gratitude.
In 1856 I found in the Senate Pillans and
Forbes, who had guided me as a student in
their class-rooms nearly a quarter of a century
before; Macdougall, my early associate, who hadhad taken in
